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PUBLICATIONS

JOURNAL ARTICLES, CHAPTERS, AND OTHER WORKS

Cachia, J. Y. A., Blevins E., Chen, Y.-C., Ko, M., Yen, N.-S., Knutson, B., &
Tsai, J. L. (2025). Cultural variation in the smiles we trust: The effects of
reputation and ideal affect on resource sharing. Emotion, 25(4), 1025-
1043.

Blevins, E., & Tsai, J. L. (2024). How ideal affect shapes judgments of and
responses to smiles. In S. D. Pressman & A. C. Parks (Eds.), More
Activities for Teaching Positive Psychology: A Guide for Instructors.
American Psychological Association.

Blevins, E., Knutson, B., & Tsai, J. L. (2024). Culture, smiles, and social
connections: Brain responses to excited smiles predict friendships. In
Neuromarketing Yearbook 2024. Neuromarketing Science and Business
Association.

tBlevins E., Ko, M., Park, B., Qu, Y., Knutson, B., & Tsai, J. L. (2023). Cultural
variation in neural responses to social but not monetary reward outcomes.
Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience, 18(1), nsad068.

T identified as one of the 30 most relevant publications in the field in 2023

Tsai, J. L., Blevins, E., Bencharit, L. Z., Chim, L., Fung, H. H., & Yeung, D. Y.
(2018). Cultural variation in social judgments of smiles: The role of ideal
affect. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 116(6), 966-988.

Park, B., Qu, Y., Chim, L., Blevins, E., Knutson, B., & Tsai, J. L. (2018). Ventral
striatal activity mediates cultural differences in affiliative judgments of
smiles. Culture and Brain, 6(2), 102-117.

Park, B., Blevins, E., Knutson, B., & Tsai, J. L. (2017). Neurocultural evidence
that ideal affect match promotes giving. Social Cognitive and Affective
Neuroscience, 12(7), 1083-1096.

Park, B., Tsai, J. L., Chim, L., Blevins, E., & Knutson, B. (2016). Neural evidence
for cultural differences in the valuation of positive facial expressions.
Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience, 11(2), 243-252.

Tsai, J. L., Ang, J., Blevins, E., Goernandt, J., Fung, H. H., Jiang, D., Elliott, J.,
Kolzer, A., Uchida, Y., Lee, Y.-C., Lin, Y., Zhang, X., Govindama, Y., &
Haddouk, L. (2016). Leaders’ smiles reflect cultural differences in ideal
affect. Emotion, 16(2), 183-195.

UNDER REVIEW

*Bencharit, L. Z., *Blevins, E., Qu, Y., Tse, D. C. K, Fung, H. H., & Tsai, J. L.
(2025). People choose leaders who match their affective ideals during
growth more than crisis across cultures. Invited revision.

* denotes co-first authors
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Tsai, J. L., Chen, D., Yang, A., Cachia, J. Y. A., Blevins, E., Ko, M., Mathur, M.,
Aragon, O., Arens, E. A., Bencharit, L. Z., Chen, S. H., Chentsova-Dutton,
Y., Chen, Y.-C., Cheung, B. Y., Chim, L., Chow, P. I., Clobert, M.,
Costello, A., de Almeida, I., ... Zhou, X. (2025). Two decades of ideal
affect: Enduring cultural patterns and emerging associations. Invited
revision.

IN PREPARATION

*Dixon, M. L., *Blevins, E., Dweck, C. S., Gorgen, K., & Knutson, B. (2025).
Value coding in the amygdala and nucleus accumbens supports working
memory performance. In preparation.

* denotes co-first authors

Blevins E., Park, B., Qu, Y., Chen, Y.-C., Cachia, J. Y. A., & Tsai, J. L. (2025).
Cultural variation in resource allocation to emotional targets: The role of
deliberation and ideal affect. In preparation.

Blevins, E., & Tsai, J. L. (2025). How Smiling Shapes Trust Across Cultures. In
U. Hess, S. Hareli, & K. Konstantinos (Eds.), Research Handbook on
Culture and Emotion. Edward Elgar Press. In preparation.

Blevins, E., & Tsai, J. L. (2025). Neural evidence for cultural variation in
emotion. In J. Armony & P. Vuilleumier (Eds.), Handbook of Human
Affective Neuroscience (Vol. 2). Cambridge University Press. In
preparation.

*Blevins, E., & *Talhelm, T. (2025). Culture and Neuroplasticity. In On Human
Nature: Biology, Psychology, Ethics, Politics, and Religion (2" ed.).
Academic Press. In preparation.

* denotes co-first authors

PRESENTATIONS

INVITED TALKS

Blevins, E., Ko, M., Park, B., Qu, Y., Knutson, B, & Tsai, J. L. (2022, September
7-9). Ventral striatal responses to excited smiles: Cultural variation and
real-world correlates [Symposium presentation]. Flux Congress, Paris,
France.

CONFERENCE TALKS

Blevins E., Knutson, B., & Tsai, J. L. (2024, May 23-26). Cultural shaping of
neural responses to monetary and social rewards [Symposium
presentation]. Association for Psychological Science Annual Convention,
San Francisco, CA.
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Blevins E., & Tsai, J. L. (2024, March 1-3). Cultural similarities (and differences)
in perceptions of neutral faces [Symposium presentation]. Society for
Affective Science Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA.

Blevins E., & Tsai, J. L. (2023, March 9-11). People choose leaders who fit their
ideal affect during growth more than crisis across cultures [Symposium
presentation]. International Convention of Psychological Science,
Brussels, Belgium.

tBlevins E., Ko, M., Park, B., Qu, Y., Knutson, B., & Tsai, J. L. (2022, May 4-6).
Excited smiles are more rewarding for European Americans than Chinese
[Data blitz]. Social and Affective Neuroscience Society Annual
Conference.

T selected for data blitz talk

Blevins, E., Tsai, J. L., Ko, M., Park, B., Qu, Y., & Knutson, B. (2022, February
16-19). Cultural affective values shape neural responses to smiles
[Symposium presentation]. Society for Personality and Social Psychology
Annual Convention, San Francisco, CA.

Blevins E., Ko, M., Park, B., Qu, Y., Knutson, B., & Tsai, J. L. (2021, September
29). Culture selectively shapes neural responses to social rewards
[Lightening talk]. Department of Psychology Colloquium, Stanford, CA.

Blevins E., Ko, M., Qu, Y., Park, B., Knutson, B., & Tsai, J. L. (2020, October 8-
9). Culture shapes neural responses to social rewards more than
monetary rewards [Lightening talk]. International Cultural Neuroscience
Society Annual Conference, Bethesda, MD.

POSTER PRESENTATIONS

tBlevins, E., Bencharit, L. Z., Qu, Y., Tse, D. C. K., Fung, H. H., & Tsai, J. L.
(2025, March 20-22). People choose leaders whose expressions match
cultural ideals during growth more than crisis [Poster presentation].
Positive Emotions Pre-Conference, Society for Affective Science Annual
Conference, Portland, OR.

T received badge denoting exceptional quality

tDixon, M. L., Blevins, E., Gorgen, K., Knutson, B., & Dweck, C. S. (2025,
March 20-22). Value coding in the amygdala and nucleus accumbens
guides working memory performance. [Poster presentation]. Society for
Affective Science Annual Conference, Portland, OR.

T selected for poster spotlight

Blevins, E., Ko, M., Park, B., Qu, Y., Knutson, B., & Tsai, J. L. (2025, February
20-22). Culture, smiles, and social connections: Variation in neural
responses to social rewards predicts friends’ expressions on social media
[Poster presentation]. Advances in Cultural Psychology Pre-Conference,
Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual Convention,
Denver, CO.
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Blevins, E., Ko, M., Park, B., Qu, Y., Knutson, B., & Tsai, J. L. (2024, April 11-
13). Cultural variation in neural responses to social but not monetary
reward outcomes [Poster presentation]. Social and Affective Neuroscience
Society Annual Conference, Toronto, ON, Canada.

Blevins, E., Ko, M., Park, B., Qu, Y., Knutson, B., & Tsai, J. L. (2023, November
4). Cultural variation in neural responses to social but not monetary
reward outcomes [Poster presentation]. Princeton Summit on Affective
Science, Princeton, NJ.

Blevins, E., Qu, Y., & Tsai, J. L. (2023, February 23-25). Deliberation reduces
effects of culturally valued smiles on giving for European Americans but
not Chinese [Poster presentation]. Society for Personality and Social
Psychology Annual Convention, Atlanta, GA.

Blevins E., Ko, M., Park, B., Qu, Y., Knutson, B., & Tsai, J. L. (2021, March 30-
April 2). Excited smiles are more rewarding for European Americans than
Chinese [Poster presentation]. Society for Affective Science Annual
Conference.

Blevins E., Ko, M., Park, B., Qu, Y., Knutson, B., & Tsai, J. L. (2021, April 13-
16). Culture selectively shapes neural responses to social rewards [Poster
presentation]. Society for Affective Science Annual Conference.

Blevins, E., Qu, Y., & Tsai, J. L. (2020, February 27-29). Deliberation reduces
effects of culturally valued smiles on giving for European Americans but
not Chinese [Poster presentation]. Society for Personality and Social
Psychology Annual Convention, New Orleans, LA.

Ko, M., Blevins, E., Qu, Y., Park, B., Knutson, B., & Tsai, J. L. (2020, February
27-29). Cultural shaping of social reward: Viewing excited faces is more
rewarding for European Americans than for Chinese Internationals [Poster
presentation]. Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual
Convention, New Orleans, LA.

Blevins, E., Qu, Y., & Tsai, J. L. (2019, March 21-23). Deliberation reduces
effects of culturally valued smiles on giving for European Americans but
not Chinese [Poster presentation]. Society for Affective Science Annual
Conference, Boston, MA.

tBencharit, L. Z., & Blevins, E. (2019, March 21-23). Ideal affect shapes
leadership choice: European Americans choose excited leaders while
Hong Kong Chinese choose calm leaders when organizations are in
growth [Poster presentation]. Society for Affective Science Annual
Conference, Boston, MA.

T selected for poster spotlight

Blevins, E., Qu, Y., & Tsai, J. L. (2019, February 7-9). Deliberation reduces
effects of culturally valued smiles on giving for European Americans but
not Chinese [Poster presentation]. Society for Personality and Social
Psychology Annual Convention, Portland, OR.
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Blevins, E., Qu, Y., & Tsai, J. L. (2018, March 1-3). When ideal affect match
matters: Cultural differences in the effects of cognitive demand on giving
[Poster presentation]. Society for Personality and Social Psychology
Annual Convention, Atlanta, GA.

Blevins, E., Tsai, J. L., Chim, L., & Fung, H. H. (2017, January 19-21). The role
of culture and emotion in shaping perceptions of friendliness [Poster
presentation]. Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual
Convention, San Antonio, TX.

Blevins, E., Tsai, J. L., Ang, J., Goernandt, J., Fung, H. H., & Jiang, D. (2016,
January 28-30). Cultural differences in ideal affect reflected in leaders’
smiles [Poster presentation]. Society for Personality and Social
Psychology Annual Convention, San Diego, CA.

Blevins, E., Tsai, J. L., Ang, J., Goernandt, J., Fung, H. H., & Jiang, D. (2015,
May 21-24). Cultural differences in ideal affect reflected in leaders’ smiles
[Poster presentation]. Association for Psychological Science Annual
Convention, New York, NY.

Blevins, E., Tsai, J. L., Ang, J., Goernandt, J., Fung, H. H., & Jiang, D. (2015,
April 9-11). Leaders’ smiles reflect their nations’ ideal affect [Poster
presentation]. Society for Affective Science Annual Conference, Oakland,
CA.

TEACHING AND MENTORSHIP
Stanford University

Guest Lecturer
Topics and Methods Related to Cultural Psychology: Spring 2025
From Brain to Behavior: How Cultural Differences
in Ideal Affect Shape Responses to Smiles and

Social Relationships
Introduction to Personality and Affective Science: Winters 2018, 2020,
What Makes People Happy? 2022-2024
Introduction to Psychology: Spring 2022
Culture and Why It Matters
Instructor
Personality Psychology Summers 2018-2020
Head Teaching Assistant
Introduction to Personality and Affective Science Winters 2020, 2022;
Spring 2019
Teaching Assistant
Introduction to Clinical Psychology Fall 2021
Understanding Depression (graduate seminar) Fall 2019
Introduction to Statistical Methods Winter 2019

Self and Society: Introduction to Social Psychology Spring 2018
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Introduction to Personality and Affective Science

Mentorship
Psychology Undergraduate Honors Thesis Mentor
Psychology Summer Research Program Mentor

Santa Clara University

Guest Lecturer
Cultural Psychology:
From the Brain to Behavior: How Culture Shapes Emotion

California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo

Guest Lecturer
Personality:
What Makes People Happy?

Invited Panelist

Effective Communication and Teamwork in Diverse Workplaces

SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP

Winter 2018

2018, 2020
2016, 2018

Spring 2022

Winter 2022,

Fall 2023

Fall 2019

Stanford University

Representative, Diversity Committee

Community Teaching Assistant, Psychology Summer Program
Representative, Graduate Program Committee

Presenter, Teaching Assistant Training Workshop
Representative, Statistics Committee

Panelist, Professional Seminar on Departmental Committees
Organizer, Statistics Workshop for Incoming Graduate Students
Member, Affective Seminar Planning Committee

Member, Graduate Admissions Weekend Planning Committee

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

2024—Present

2021-2022
2021-2022
2019, 2021
2018-2020

2020

2019
2017-2018
2017-2018

Society for Personality and Social Psychology
Society for Social and Affective Neuroscience
Society for Affective Science

Association for Psychological Science
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